Customs Watch — Week of 17 to 23 August 2026
Internal document — Customs Conform IT. Run date: Monday 24 August 2026.
European Union
No significant regulatory developments this week.
Over the 17–23 August period, no new publication from DG TAXUD (latest entry: 14/08, outside the period) and nothing from DG Trade other than a "China Observatory" contract award notice dated 21/08, with no regulatory bearing on operators. Summer recess period.
Potentially affected RESSOURCES documents: none for this week (see final section).
Belgium
MASP — Revision of the "Bulk – Import" procedure (v3)  ·  18/08/2026  ·  [High]
With the rollout of the MASP applications, in particular PN/TS and IDMS, the current bulk clearance process at import is being revised: the familiar mechanism based on a notification (kennisgeving) and an undertaking (verbintenis) is being discontinued. Version 3 of the procedure note (FR/NL) has been published by the National Forum; the date of entry into application will be announced later and the note may still change. The procedure is NOT yet applicable in practice.  → National Forum (NAFORNA)
Potentially affected RESSOURCES documents: Relevant subfolders: RESSOURCES/Reforme Code des douanes/, RESSOURCES/AES/, RESSOURCES/NCTS/ — file listing not possible in this run (library not mounted).
France
Online purchases from the United Kingdom — DGDDI factsheet updated  ·  19/08/2026  ·  [To monitor]
The French customs authority has republished its factsheet on online purchases shipped from the United Kingdom: import formalities carried out by the carrier, French VAT (20 % in most cases), customs duties above EUR 150 or for goods not originating in the UK or the EU, and duty relief upon presentation of a proof of origin under the EU–UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement. Useful as a reminder tool on proof of origin for both B2C and B2B flows.  → DGDDI
Potentially affected RESSOURCES documents: Relevant subfolders: RESSOURCES/Origine/, RESSOURCES/E-commerce/ — file listing not possible in this run (library not mounted).
Filtered out (no regulatory impact): opening of registrations for the 2027 customs controller competitive examinations (18/08), French Customs Team results, narcotics seizures.
Netherlands
Digital File (Digitaal Dossier) available for DECO declarations from 19 September 2026  ·  19/08/2026  ·  [Medium]
From 19/09/2026, declarants using the DECO system will be able to submit supporting documents requested by customs directly through the system interface (Digitaal Dossier). Phased rollout to give companies time to adapt their software; in due course, exchange via the system interface will become the standard. Compatibility to be checked with the software provider on the basis of the DECO 2.10 Message Implementation Guide.  → Dutch Customs
Potentially affected RESSOURCES documents: Relevant subfolders: RESSOURCES/AES/, RESSOURCES/Reforme Code des douanes/ — file listing not possible in this run (library not mounted).
140 kg of methamphetamine intercepted in air freight at Schiphol  ·  21/08/2026  ·  [To monitor]
Seizure made on an air freight consignment from Mexico, with the products concealed inside a large number of cylinders. A signal of sustained control pressure on air freight at Schiphol — relevant when anticipating clearance lead times and reviewing the robustness of supplier controls.  → Dutch Customs
Luxembourg
No significant developments this week. The ADA "Actualités" page shows no recent publication (most recent content: 2019).
Key takeaways this week
1. Bulk clearance at import (BE): the notification + undertaking pairing is set to disappear with PN/TS and IDMS. To be anticipated now in internal procedures and in agreements with temporary storage operators, even though the application date is not yet set.
1. Digitised supporting documents (NL): the Digitaal Dossier in DECO from 19/09 requires a software check (DECO 2.10 MIG). Without adaptation, documents will continue to be sent outside the system interface — added administrative cost and longer control times.
1. UK proof of origin (FR): the DGDDI reminder confirms that a missing proof of origin turns a duty-free flow into a dutiable one. A simple, high-yield checkpoint in import file audits.
1. Quiet week at EU level: no new obligation published between 17 and 23/08. A useful window to absorb workstreams already under way (CBAM guidance of 14/08, e-commerce regime in force since 1 July) before the September restart.
1. Air freight control pressure: successive interceptions at Schiphol confirm sustained targeting; to be factored into lead-time forecasts and supplier risk assessment.
RESSOURCES library — items to update
Limitation of this run: the library C:\Users\rapha\OneDrive\RESSOURCES\ was not mounted. The cross-check could therefore only be carried out at thematic level, without a file listing.
Union Customs Code reform / AES / NCTS
1. To review: any internal note or procedure describing bulk clearance at import via notification + undertaking (BE) — a mechanism due to disappear with PN/TS and IDMS.
1. To review: documents describing the exchange of supporting documents with Dutch customs (DECO) — add the Digitaal Dossier and the 19/09/2026 deadline.
Origin / E-commerce
1. To review: factsheets and client-facing materials on EU–UK proof of origin and on the treatment of e-commerce consignments (EUR 150 threshold, import VAT) — align with the DGDDI factsheet of 19/08.
Run notes
1. Sources not consulted / not usable: EUR-Lex L series ("direct access" page rendered in JavaScript, not readable), AGDA "Actualités" page (finances.belgium.be) returned empty, Bulletin officiel des douanes (FR) returned empty, Moniteur belge not consulted (no thematic signal).
1. Target libraries not mounted in this run: "Veille réglementaire" and "Customs Conform IT - ressources". Files written to the default output folder for manual filing.
